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near the British Columbia-Yukon boundary. The main features of the Northern Ranges
are the British and Richardson Mountains near the Arctic Coast, and the Mackenzie and
Franklin Mountains in the western part of the Northwest Territories. The Rockies are
composed of high, serrated ranges extending northward from the 49th Parallel; the eleva-
tion of the highest peak, Mount Robson, is 12,972 feet. Flanking them on the east are the
Rocky Mountain Foothills which form a transition with the Plains. Because the Rocky
Mountains, although extensive, are but a relatively small part of the mountains of Western
Canada, the popular tendency to apply the name to the entire Canadian Cordillera is
inadmissible.

The Cordillera are on the site of a great geosyncline where sediments were laid down
at least as early as late Precambrian time, where marine sedimentation continued in places
as late as the Upper Cretaceous, and where freshwater sediments were deposited locally
during the Tertiary. The principal mountain-building and igneous processes of which good



